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125th Anniversary of Shropshire being an Independent Province
On 13th January 1852 the Grand Master, the Earl of Zetland appointed Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, Bt., as Provincial Grand Master for the joint Province of North Wales and Shropshire. His Installation ceremony took place on 9th March 1852 at Lion Hotel, Shrewsbury and was conducted by Lord Combermere. He held his first Provincial Grand Lodge Meeting at Bangor in September 1852.

On the death of Sir Watkin Williams Wynn in March, 1885 the then Grand Master, H.R.H. Albert Edward, Prince of Wales (afterwards King Edward VII) decided that, due to the large increase of Lodges within both North Wales and Shropshire, it should be divided into two independent Provinces.  He appointed Sir Offley Wakeman, Bt as Provincial Grand Master for Shropshire and William Richard, 2nd Lord Harlech as Provincial Grand Master for North Wales.

The first meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Shropshire took place on Thursday, 22nd October 1885 at the Lion Hotel, Shrewsbury when Sir Offley Wakeman was installed as Provincial Grand Master by the Grand Secretary of England, Col. Shadwell Clarke.  The Provincial Grand Master then appointed and invested Rowland George Venables, a barrister from South Shropshire, as his Deputy and the rest of the Provincial Officers.

Provincial Grand Lodges have since been held every year in Shropshire for an unbroken period of 125 years. When the Province was divided Shropshire had 10 Lodges with234 members - it now has 33 Lodges and a membership of 1350. 
In 1861 a beautiful  five foot Ceremonial Sword made by Andrea Ferara, 16th century Spanish Sword Maker to James V of Scotland was presented to the Joint Province of North Wales and Shropshire by Grand Secretary of England, Bro.J.H.White through his uncle Bro. J.P.White who was Provincial Treasurer and a member of a Shropshire Lodge.  Due to this connection, when the assets of the Province were divided, the sword came to Shropshire. This has been the cause of much ‘friendly banter’ between the Brethren of North Wales and Shropshire over the past 125 years

Last year it was decided that the Province would mark this anniversary by presenting a fully equipped Mini Bus to the Hope House Children’s Hospice at Oswestry, to replace the one they had presented ten years ago. The exact date of the Anniversary - Friday, 22nd October 2010 was chosen to make this presentation. An appeal went out to the members of the Province and within the year a total of £50,000 was raised. This amount not only covers the cost of the Mini Bus and equipment but will also cover the running and maintenance costs for some years to come. 

It is somewhat of a coincidence that Hope House Hospice also had an anniversary on the 22nd October - it was exactly 15 years since their opening.

The Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. James McAllister Hodgson, together with his Deputy, V.W.Bro. Peter Allan Taylor P.G.Swd.Br., who chaired the 125th Anniversary Committee, presented the Mini Bus to David Featherstone, Chief Executive of Hope House Children’s Hospice at Freemasons Hall, Crewe Street, Shrewsbury at 12 noon on Friday, 22nd October. To express their thanks to the Freemasons of Shropshire the children at the Hospice had painted a beautiful and cheerful ‘Thank  You’ picture depicting them travelling in the Mini Bus with the sun rising over the Hope House Logo.

Witnessing the presentation were representatives from each of the Lodges, together with staff and children from the Hospice. This was followed by a buffet luncheon where the Staff, Children and Brethren of the Lodges could talk informally together.

The following day, Saturday, 23rd October 2010, Brethren attended a special celebration meeting at Freemasons Hall, Crewe Street, Shrewsbury hosted by the Salopian Lodge of Charity No 117 in their Bicentennial Year. An initiation ceremony was performed by the Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. James McAllister Hodgson assisted by active members of his Provincial Team. There was also a short presentation of the history of Province. As a memento of this occasion Brethren were able to take away a hand engraved commemorative Italian firing glass and a written updated history of the Province. This unique event was supported by the presence of four visiting Provincial Grand Masters, including R.W.Bro. Ieuan Redvers Jones  from North Wales. 
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